[image: image1.wmf] 

 

W. WA. Medical Services 

Emergency 

Communications

 

A.R.E.S. 

W. WA 

District  6

 

P. O. Box 15624

 

Seattle, WA.  98115

 



Dear New Member:

I’d like to take this opportunity to welcome you to the Medical Services Team, and thank you for joining.  I hope you will be able to attend one of our meetings in the near future so we can get acquainted.  Many of you receiving this have been members for several months, and I have been remiss in welcoming you and getting this pertinent information out to you. 

I hope you enjoy the attached issue of the newsletter.  I publish it quarterly as a way to keep members informed of what is happening in the team, the Western Washington section, and the communications world in general.  The Medical Services Team conducts at least six-eight  training sessions each year, on a variety of subjects, ranging from medical to public safety to radio operations. 

We believe the Medical Services Team to be a group of radio operators with a special mission - that of supporting the communications needs of our medical facilities during disasters, or other situations where normal communications are disrupted.  As might be expected, this special mission requires some special training classes, focusing on the hospital and medical environment. I have attached a Personal Training Record form, which lists the topics required for general A.R.E.S. members, as registered Emergency Workers, and the Advanced Classes for Medical Services Team members.  If you feel that you have already taken an equivalent course, please let us know so we can give you credit for it. 

In addition, we also conduct two full-scenario exercises each year, as a means to get radio operators into the various hospitals, medical centers, and support services, and familiar with medical operations. Another objective is testing the installed equipment, at most of the facilities.  There are still a few places where operators need to bring their own radios, etc.  

Also, please join us for our weekly net.  We meet Thursday evenings at 20:00 hours on the W7SRZ repeater system (146.900 -/R [103.5], 443.550 +/R [103.5]).  I also encourage you to check into the weekly Sunday night King county-wide A.R.E.S. net. It is held at 20:00 hours on the Mike & Key Club repeater at 146.820 -/R (103.5).  There you will hear news of the various teams, training meetings, and some on-the-air training for the general A.R.E.S teams. 

Another great resource for information about the Western Washington Medical Services Team is our web site which can be found at http://www.ww7mst.org/  Please contact me for access to the Members Only section.

Please feel free to contact me if you have questions, ideas, news contributions, or just want to get better acquainted.  My home phone is 206-524-6567 and digital pager is 206-997-0095.  My e-mail address is: n7lsl@arrl.net.  I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

We also have formed a non-profit, 501c(3), corporation for the purpose of raising funds to further our plan to link all of the hospitals with similar communication systems for use during disasters and other emergency incidents. The corporation is called Western Washington Emergency Medical Services.  Dues of $25.00 per year are voluntary, if you want to become a voting member and participate in the support of the organization. Donations and employer matching funds would be most welcome should the opportunity arise. 

Sincerely,

Marina Zuetell, N7LSL

District Emergency Coordinator
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